




I currently volunteer as a 
youth counselor at church 
and play squads in Fortnite 
with the youth group.



• 26 years old
• Autism diagnosis 
• 12 years advocacy experience 
• Serves as a mentor to youth with 

disabilities

I play roleplaying games at a local game 
store, play in tournaments, and play video 
games





Defining Community Involvement
Why Community Involvement Matters 

Community Involvement Now and in the Future
Community Involvement in your 
IEP

“It’s not only music. It’s not only art. 
It’s a community. It’s a sense of 

having a place to belong.”
— Jared Leto

https://quotefancy.com/jared-leto-quotes


getting involved in your local 
community to make it better

and caring about the people, the 
economy, the culture, and the 

politics of your area. 





In-school clubs or sports teams
Local library events
Volunteer work
Parks and Recreation events
Special Olympics
Community service projects







Meeting new people with similar interests and 
values can lead to forming meaningful 

connections that can last a lifetime.



Community involvement can provide you with a 
support system that can help you through 

difficult times.

Whether it's through volunteering or participating 
in community events, you can build a sense of 

belonging and supports that can positively impact 
your mental health and overall well-being.



Experience with real-world problems 

Problem-solving experience

Professional experience

Social and communication skills





Download

http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/KY-SPINs-10-Ways-to-Get-Involved-in-Your-Community-Infographic.pdf
http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/KY-SPINs-10-Ways-to-Get-Involved-in-Your-Community-Infographic.pdf


Download

http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/KY-SPINs-Places-Around-Kentucky-Starting-a-Club-Infographic.pdf
http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/KY-SPINs-Places-Around-Kentucky-Starting-a-Club-Infographic.pdf


Decide how you would like to become 
involved in your community.

How can your current interests transition into 
adult experiences?



What accommodations do you currently 
need and what accommodations do you 
think you may need in the future?

What skills do you need to develop to 
become involved in your choice ?



Download

http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/KY-SPINs-My-Community-Plan.pdf
http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/KY-SPINs-My-Community-Plan.pdf


Talk to caregivers, teachers, 
and friends about what you 
would like to do in your 
community

Ask for help developing IEP 
goals to help you carry out 
your community involvement 
plans

Download

http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/KY-SPINs-Community-Goals-for-the-IEP.pdf
http://www.kyspin.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/KY-SPINs-Community-Goals-for-the-IEP.pdf


Community involvement can provide you with a sense of 
belonging, support and connections, and valuable 
learning opportunities.

There are many different ways for you to become a 
Contributing Community Member while you are still in 
high school.

IEP goals are a great way to gain the skills you will need 
to become a Contributing Community Member in your 
adulthood.



Questions?



Sparks, Samantha "Sam. “Community 
Involvement: Examples and Why It Is Important 
for Students.” Student Assembly, 29 May 2023, 
studentassembly.org/community-involvement/.



spininc@kyspin com

1-800-525-7746

kyspin.com

https://forms.gle/gLBvLphM8tuE8UUH8
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